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work for the country. For setting their friends free Indians must either have
swaraj, or they must go to jail, or die in the service of their country. He had
come to the meeting to tell them of this. The people of Bombay were fond
of fine clothes and luxuries, but as soon as they were ready to work and die for
swaraj, swaraj was theirs. He had still great hopes in the people of Bombay.
The time was short and they must be up and doing their duty. He was not
sure what would happen before the 31st of December. He constantly prayed
to God that either he should be put into jail, or shot dead, or that India be
made free. His idea of swaraj in this country was not anarchy. He wanted the
people to become godfearing and virtuous, truthful and religious and brave
men. He did not know what would happen to him and possibly these might
be his last words. Therefore, he would appeal to them to do their duty by
their country fearlessly. They were not ready to kill, but they were ready to
die. They must convince the Government by their attitude that to kill them
or repress them was a sin and a thing which could not be done. Unless they
trusted others they would not be trusted by others. He asked them to trust
other men, and by so doing they would become friends with their rulers. But
whether they were friends or not, Indians should not harbour in their hearts
any feelings of hatred for their rulers. They should fight for swaraj without any
hatred towards the other party. If he could make Indians understand this then
swaraj would be theirs. He wanted them to be convinced that to die was a
greater and braver thing than to kill. He also asked them that as long as the
Prince was amongst them they should not harm even a hair of his head, and
they should not harm the Government officers. If Government wanted to kill
them, then let them kill Indians, for they were ready to die. He thanked God
that he had given him an opportunity of speaking to them that morning.
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197.   LETTER TO DAYALJI AND KALTANJI
Thursday [November 17, 1921]
BHAISHRI  DAYALJI AND KALYANJI,
It grieves me to tell you that a violent riot has broken out in
Bombay. Wine shops have been burnt down. One of them is
still burning as I write this. Innocent people have been harassed
and their clothes forcibly removed. A train has been smashed
and lamps have been broken. Personally, I feel that the people
have crossed all bounds. Six policemen have lost their lives. A few
of our people have also died. We have had a foretaste of swaraj.
I have been put to shame. It is difficult to say what will happen
tonight. In this condition, how can I go there? I am, there-